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along the patches and looking at the fruits of their
labour springing from the soil. "There," I said,
" is the most important result of the war/'
He laughed, but not contemptuously. He knew
what I meant, and I think he more than half agreed.
And I think you will agree, too, if you will consider
what that stretch of allotments means. It is the
symptom of the most important revival, the greatest
spiritual awakening this country has seen for genera-
tions. Wherever you go that symptom meets you.
Here in Hampstead allotments are as plentiful as
blackberries in autumn. A friend of mine who lives
in Beckenham tells me there are fifteen hundred in
his parish. In the neighbourhood of London there
must be many thousands. In the country as a whole
there must be hundreds of thousands. If dear old
Joseph Pels could revisit the glimpses of the moon
and see what is happening, see the vacant lots and
waste spaces bursting into onion beds and potato
patches, what joy would be his I He was the fore-
runner of the revival, the passionate pilgrim of the
Vacant Lot; but his hot gospel fell on deaf .ears,
and he died just before the trumpet of war awakened
the sleeper.
Do not suppose that the greatness of this thing
that is happening can be measured in terms of food.
That is important, but it is not the most important
thing. The allotment movement will add appreci-
ably to our food supplies, but it will add far more
to the spiritual resources of the nation. It is the